REMARKS 
Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. 
Claims 1-8 and 19 are withdrawn from consideration. 
Claims 9-1 8 and 20 are rejected. 

Claims 9-18 and 20 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
Claims 9 and 20 are currently amended. 
No new matter is added. 

Claims 9-18 and 20 remain in the case for consideration. 

AppUcantrecraestsreconsiderationand allowance of the claims inlightof^above 
amendments and following remarks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 
Claim. 9-18 and 20 are r.j=c«d under 35 U.S.C. 103(.) as being ^^o^ 
e, .1.. U.S. Pa.en,No. 5.933.730 CS«n"). -4 i" view of Sa«.. U.S. Pa««No. 6532.179 
("Sato"). 

Applicant napeotfuUy traverses the rejection. 

Claims 9 and 20 ate amemied to r^». "etching to second g.« sp«=ers untd . surfitc. 

of the gate stack structnres is exposed." Support for .his »nendm«.t c«. b. fcund « m 

FIG. 4E-4F, and page 8, lines 21-23. 

Hoover. Sm, does not teach or suggest -etching second gate spacers un«l.^- 

of a gate stack strucUne i. exposed." as recited in claim 1. Snn sho^ (FIOS^ 9J- 

,K)Lc^spaceroxide730cov«i„gcon,pto^ly*ck»48a.«'«»»»'''»''-^"'-°- 
not .each or fflsclosc exposing stacked gates b, aching a second gate space. 

A.lea,t&rthereasonsdisc«ssed.bove.1hecitedr.ferences.«theraloneorm 
e„.^«. do not te«=h or suggest all of the limit^ions of claims 9 «.d 20. Accordrng^,. 
appuc»«s ass^t that the r,^ection does no. present .pri».-/acic case of ob^onsness. and 
claims 9 and 20 are allowable. 

Claims 10-18 depend from claim 9 and inherently include all of the lim.taUons o the 
base claim. Mdiscussed above, the prior art does notteachthe limitations ofthe base clan^ 

much less the further embodiments of the dependent claim. 
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For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 9-1 8 and 20 of the 
application as amended is solicited. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the 
undersigned at (503) 222-3613 if it appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing 
the case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 



Hosoon Lee 

Limited Recognition Under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 



MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 

1030 SW Morrison Street 

Portland, OR 97205 

503-222-3613 

Customer No. 20575 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being transmitted to the U,S. Patent and 
Trademark Office via facsimile number 
(703) 872-9306 on April 5, 2005. 



Li Mei Vermilya 
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